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The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the impact plate 
must be clearly shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). The figures 
show just a front area of the headrest as the "impact plate". As set forth in the 
current claims, the impact plate is plastic and covered with a material. Such a 
plate must be clearly depicted in the drawings. No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The 
figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." 
If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from 
the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be 
renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin 
as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to 
the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claims 16-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakane et al and Cziptschirsch. 

Nakane et al (fig. l) discloses a head support having an impact plate 41 that 
swivels about an axis 3 to provide two-dimensional contact between the head of a 
passenger and the impact plate during an accident. Cziptschirsch (figs. 1,3) 
discloses the conventionality of using a transverse element 9 within a seat back for 
mounting the support posts 1,2, of a headrest. The transverse element includes a 
base member with upper and lower flanks extending rearwardly therefrom, the 
flanks having holes therein for the support posts or "connection elements". In view 
of the above disclosures, to have mounted the swivelling headrest of Nakane et al 
with a transverse support element such as is taught by Cziptschirsch, so as to 
provide sliding vertical adjustment therefor, would have been an obvious 
modification to one of ordinary skill in the art. Alternatively, to have modified the 
headrest assembly of Cziptschirsch by providing the swiveling head support with an 
impact plate as suggested by Nakane et al, for a cost efficient means of crash-force 
absorption, would have been well within the level of skill in the art, and would have 
provided structure as claimed. 

Note that the "impact plate", while not clearly defined in the claim, may be 
construed as including the front plate 41 and its overlying padding which presents a 
generally flat surface, facing a vehicle passenger. The plate may be made of plastic, 
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as is the overlying padding (i.e. a plastic foam material), and a cover material 
extends over the headrest. 

The precise degree of swivel movement is considered a matter of design 
choice, as is the contour of the transverse support element. 

Note the curved connection elements and the bushing 8 shown by 
Cziptschirsch. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but 
are not persuasive. 

As pointed out above, the drawings fail to clearly show any type of plate 
element within the headrest, and there is little in the specification to define such a 
plate in terms of its size, structure, position in the headrest and any other details 
pertaining thereto. The rejection has been modified as indicated in italics above to 
reflect the new limitations of the claims, and the examiner's interpretation thereof 
in light of the prior art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Peter R. Brown whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6853. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 

/Peter R. Brown/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 

3636 

prb 



